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Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) Continue Systematic Attacks 
against Palestinian Civilians and Property in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory (OPT) 

• 2 Palestinian children were by IOF in the West Bank.  
 
• 8 Palestinian civilians, including 2 children and a woman, were wounded by 

the IOF gunfire; 5 of them were wounded in Ne’lin village near Ramallah. 
 
• IOF conducted 44 incursions into Palestinian communities in the West Bank. 
 
• IOF arrested 42 Palestinian civilians, including 2 children, in the West Bank.  
 
• IOF have continued to impose a total siege on the OPT and have isolated the 

Gaza Strip from the outside world. 
 
• IOF troops harassed a journalist from Gaza at al-Karama International Crossing 

Point on the Jordanian Border.  
 
• IOF troops positioned at checkpoints in the West Bank arrested 5 Palestinian 

civilians. 
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Summary 
 
Israeli violations of international law and humanitarian law escalated in the OPT during the reporting 
period (26 June – 2 July 2008):  
 
Shooting: During the reporting period, IOF killed 2 Palestinian children in the West Bank, and 
wounded 8 civilians, including 2 children and a woman, in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.   
 
In the West Bank, IOF killed 2 Palestinian children and wounded 7 civilians, including 2 children.  
 
On 26 June 2008, IOF shot dead a Palestinian child in Beit Ummar village, north of Hebron. IOF troops 
moved into the village and opened fire. The child was killed when he was near his house.  
 
On 29 June 2008, IOF shot dead a Palestinian child in Tubas town. They set an ambush for a number of 
Palestinian children who are accustomed to gather in the area to throw stones and Molotov Cocktails at 
IOF military vehicles. IOF troops fired at the children. One of the children was killed. 
 
On 28 June 2008, 2 Palestinian civilians were wounded when IOF troops fired at the participants in the 
funeral procession of a child who had been killed by IOF on the preceding day.  
 
On 1 July 2008, 5 Palestinian civilians, including 2 children, were wounded when IOF used force to 
disperse a peaceful demonstration organized in protest to the construction of the Annexation Wall in 
Ne’lin village, west of Ramallah.  
 
In the Gaza Strip, on 1 July 2008, IOF troops positioned at the border between the Gaza Strip and Israel 
to the east of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip fired at 2 Palestinian women who were cultivating 
wheat from their land, nearly 500 meters away from the border. A woman was wounded. This attack had 
been the third of its kind since the Egypt-brokered truce in the Gaza Strip between Palestinian resistance 
groups and Israel entered into force.  
 
Incursions: During the reporting period, IOF conducted at least 44 military incursions into Palestinian 
communities in the West Bank. During these incursions, IOF arrested 42 Palestinian civilians, including 
2 children. Thus, the number of Palestinian civilians arrested by IOF in the West Bank since the 
beginning of 2008 has mounted to 1,424.  
 
Restrictions on Movement: IOF have continued to impose a tightened siege on the OPT and imposed 
severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
including occupied East Jerusalem.  
 
Gaza Strip 
 
IOF have continued to close all border crossings of the Gaza Strip for more than one year and a half. 
The total siege imposed by IOF on the Gaza Strip has left disastrous impacts on the humanitarian 
situation and has violated the economic and social rights of the nearly 1.5 million Palestinian civilian 
population, particularly the rights to appropriate living conditions, health and education. It has also 
paralyzed most economic sectors. Furthermore, severe restrictions have been imposed on the movement 
of the Palestinian civilian population. The siege imposed on the Gaza Strip has severely impacted the 
flow of food, medical supplies and other necessities such as fuel, construction materials and raw 
materials for various economic sectors. IOF have continued to prevent the entry of raw materials into 
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the Gaza Strip, and subsequently many factories have stopped their industrial activities. Concerning the 
movement of persons, IOF allow a few Palestinian civilians to pass through Beit Hanoun (Erez) crossing 
to travel to the West Bank. Rafah International Crossing Point on the Egyptian border is the sole outlet 
for the Gaza Strip to the outside world. IOF have closed Rafah International Crossing Point, even 
though they do not directly control it. They have prevented European observers working at the crossing 
point form reaching it. Even though the Egypt-brokered truce between Palestinian resistance groups and 
Israel entered into force, no major change has been noticed with regard to the movement of persons and 
goods through border crossings of the Gaza Strip.   
 
The closure of border crossings deprives the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip of their 
right to freedom of movement, education and health. IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions 
on fishing in the Gaza Strip. Fishermen have been subjected to intensive monitoring by IOF, which use 
helicopter gunships and gunboats to monitor the fishermen. The Oslo Accords allow Palestinian 
fishermen to go fishing up to 20 nautical miles away from the Gaza seashore. 
 
West Bank  
 
Contrary to Israeli claims of easing restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians, IOF have 
continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians throughout the West 
Bank. Thousands of Palestinian civilians from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip have been denied 
access to Jerusalem. IOF have established many checkpoints around and inside the city. Restrictions of 
the movement of Palestinian civilians often escalate on Fridays to prevent them from praying at the al-
Aqsa Mosque. IOF often violently beat Palestinian civilians who attempt to bypass checkpoints and 
enter the city. IOF have also tightened the siege imposed on Palestinian communities in the West 
Bank. IOF positioned at various checkpoints in the West Bank have continued to impose severe 
restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. IOF also erected more checkpoints on the main 
roads and intersections in the West Bank. During the reporting period, IOF troops positioned at 
checkpoints in the West Bank arrested 5 Palestinian civilians.  
 
 



No. 27/2008 
26 June – 2 July 2008 

Weekly Report on Israeli Human Rights Violations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 

 

 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 

29 Omer El Mukhtar St., El Remal, PO Box 1328 Gaza, Gaza Strip tel/fax: +972 (0)8 282 4776 – 282 5893 
www.pchrgaza.org 

                                         4 

Israeli Violations Documented during the Reporting Period (26 June – 2 
July 2008) 
 
1. Incursions into Palestinian Areas and Attacks on Palestinian Civilians and Property 

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip  
 
Thursday, 26 June 2008 
 
• At approximately 01:15, IOF moved into Nablus and the neighboring Balata refugee camp. They 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested 3 Palestinian civilians, including a child: 
 

1. Hassan Hashem Qara’na, 23;  
2. Tha’er Fat’hi al-Nasser, 20; and 
3. Mohammed Jamal Hashash, 17.  
 

• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Qabatya village, southeast of Jenin. They raided and 
searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  

 
• Also at approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Jenin town and refugee camp. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 19:00, IOF moved into Beit Ummar village, north of Hebron, covered by intense 

gunfire. They raided and searched a number of houses and held and interrogated their residents. They 
also stopped, checked and interrogated passing Palestinian civilians. A number of Palestinian 
children gathered and threw stones at IOF military vehicles. Immediately, IOF troops fired at the 
children. As a result, Mohammed Anwar Jameel Abu Sara (al-‘Allami), 16, was seriously wounded 
by a gunshot to the heart, when he was near his house. He was evacuated to a medical center in the 
village. IOF troops positioned at the entrances of the village prevented a Palestinian ambulance from 
entering the village to evacuate the child to a hospital. The child died of his wound at the medical 
center. According to eyewitnesses, the victim was not involved in clashes with IOF troops, and he 
was nearly 170 meters away from the area of clashes. During the house raids, IOF arrested 
Mohammed Mahmoud Abu ‘Ayash, 22. They also arrested 3 Palestinian civilians in the streets, but 
released them at night: Mohammed Ahmed Ekhlil, 28; ‘Omar ‘Eissa Zakrawai, 22; and Ameen 
Sameer Abu ‘Ayash, 18.     

 
Friday, 27 June 2008  
 
• At approximately 00:00, IOF moved into Ramallah and al-Bireh towns. They patrolled in the streets 

and opened fire. Neither casualties nor arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:45, IOF moved into Nablus and the neighboring ‘Ein Beit al-Maa’ refugee 

camp. They raided and searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Eastern Sawahra village, east of Jerusalem. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Ahmed ‘Ali Khalaila, 21; and 
2. Shaher Mohammed Mashahra, 23.  



No. 27/2008 
26 June – 2 July 2008 

Weekly Report on Israeli Human Rights Violations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 

 

 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 

29 Omer El Mukhtar St., El Remal, PO Box 1328 Gaza, Gaza Strip tel/fax: +972 (0)8 282 4776 – 282 5893 
www.pchrgaza.org 

                                         5 

 
• At approximately 02:30, IOF moved into Dar Salah village, east of Bethlehem. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested Fadi Mohammed Salah, 24.  
 
• Also at approximately 02:30, IOF moved into al-Shawawra village, east of Bethlehem. They raided 

and searched a number of houses and arrested Ahmed Ghazi Isma’il, 19.  
 
• At approximately 03:30, IOF moved into Seilat al-Harthiya village, west of Jenin. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Ma’ath Lutfi Zayoud, 20; and 
2. Mohammed Mahmoud Mousa, 46, who was arrested to pressure his son to surrender to IOF.  

 
Saturday, 28 June 2008  
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Jenin town and refugee camp. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:35, IOF moved into Nablus and the neighboring ‘Ein Beit al-Maa’ refugee 

camp. They raided and searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:45, IOF moved into Nablus. They raided and searched a number of houses 

and arrested 2 Palestinian brothers: 
 

1. Ra’ed ‘Aassem Zahran, 29; and 
2. Bader ‘Aassem Zahran, 22.  

 
• Also at approximately 01:45, IOF moved not Kufor Qallil village, southeast of Nablus. They 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians, including a child: 
 

1. ‘Ali Nasser Mansour, 17; and 
2. ‘Emad Samer Mansour, 18.  
 

• At approximately 15:00, IOF troops positioned on an observation towers at the entrance to Beit 
Ummar village, north of Hebron, fired rubber-coated metal bullets and tear gas canisters at 
participants in the funeral procession of Mohammed Anwar Abu Sara, who was shot dead by 
IOF on the previous day. Two Palestinian civilians were wounded: 

 
1. Myassar Sadiq Abu Maria, 25, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the back; and 
2. Mohammed Mahmoud Ekhlil, 19, wounded by shrapnel from a gunshot to the back.  
 

Sunday, 29 June 2008   
 
• At approximately 01:00, IOF moved into Deir Ebzei’ village, west of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported. 
 
• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into ‘Ein ‘Arik village, west of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
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• Also at approximately 01:00, IOF moved into ‘Ein Qinya village, west of Ramallah. They raided and 
searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  

 
• At approximately 02:15, IOF moved into Silwad village, northeast of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• Also at approximately 02:15, IOF moved into ‘Aaroura village, northwest of Ramallah. They raided 

and searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 02:30, IOF military vehicles moved into Tubas town. A number of IOF troops grot 

out from military vehicles and set an ambush in a cemetery for a number of Palestinian children who 
are accustomed to gather in the area to throw stones and Molotov Cocktails at IOF military vehicles. 
IOF troops fired a gunshot at the children. One of the children was wounded. He kneeled in front of a 
shop in the area. Immediately, IOF troops opened fire at him. He was instantly killed by several 
gunshots to the chest and the abdomen. The child was later identified as 16-year-old Mohammed 
Nasser Sa’id Daraghma.  

 
In his testimony to PCHR, an eyewitness, Maher ‘Abdul Latif Massa’id, 22, stated: 

 
“At approximately 02:30 on Sunday, 29 June 2008, I was on the third floor of our house 
smoking a cigarette. I heard a sound of a gunshot in the area, and I heard also a person 
crying. I hurried to look at the street. I saw a person kneeling in the center of the street. He 
was raising his hand. He was holding something, which I could not identify. Soon after, I 
heard sounds of intense shooting. I then saw the person shrinking and then lying onto the 
ground motionless. I realized that he was shot. I then saw another person sitting behind empty 
stores in the area. He was crying. Soon after, I heard my aunt, 75-year-old Lufiya Yousef 
Massa’id, who was sleeping downstairs, crying and screaming: ‘Maher was shot.’ I 
immediately stepped down to prevent her from getting out of the house in order not to be shot. 
I could not shout on her from upstairs fearing that I could be noticed by IOPF military jeeps, 
which were positioned on the main road, nearly 20 meters away. I thought that IOF soldiers 
who were in the jeeps were the ones who were shooting. When I went down, I noticed that my 
aunt had already got out of the house. I followed her. I saw my cousin, 38-year-old Ma’moun 
‘Awni Massa’id, holding my aunt’s hand and attempting to take her back home. I helped him 
and we took her back home. I then heard sound of military vehicles moving in the area. When 
they left the area, my cousin and I decided to get out and bring the body of the person who 
was shot, as the body was only 8 meters away from the house. When we went out of the house 
to bring the body, we heard an IOF soldier shouting on us. He ordered us to go back home. 
The voice came from the cemetery, which is only 3-4 meters away from the body. I then 
realized that the person was killed by IOF soldiers who were in the cemetery. Soon after, we 
saw about 20-30 soldiers coming from the main road. I also saw 2 soldiers arresting the 
person who was crying behind the empty stores. The soldiers gathered near the body of the 
person who was shot dead. They pulled him and put the body on the roadside.” 

 
Monday, 30 June 2008  
 
• At approximately 00:00, IOF moved into Beit Jala town. They raided and searched a number of 

houses and arrested 2 Palestinian brothers: 
 

1. Hamdi Ibrahim Humaid, 28; and 
2. Hassan Ibrahim Humaid, 27.  
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• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Ta’nak village, west of Jenin. They raided and searched a 
number of houses and arrested ‘Emad Mohammed Zayoud, 23. According to his brother, following 
the house raid, an amount of 4,300 NIS (approximately US$ 1,300) and some jewelry were missing. 
IOF troops also destroyed a mobile phone, a satellite receiver, a television set, a video recorder and a 
computer set.  

 
• At approximately 01:50, IOF moved into Jenin town and refugee camp. They raided and searched a 

number of houses and arrested Ghassan ‘Abdul Wahab al-Zughbi, 37.  
 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Ramallah. They raided and searched al-Wehaidi apartment 

building and arrested Ramzi Mahmoud Shamasna, 37.  
 
• Also at approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Qalandya refugee camp, south of Ramallah. They 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested Sameer Sami Emtair, 27. 
 
• At approximately 02:15, IOF moved into Qarawat Bani Zaid village, north of Ramallah. They raided 

and searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 02:30, IOF moved into Rammoun village, east of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported. 
 
• At approximately 03:00, IOF moved into ‘Arraba village, southwest of Jenin. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.   
 
Tuesday, 1 July 2008  
 
• At approximately 00:00, IOF moved into al-Bireh and the neighboring al-Am’ari refugee camp. They 

patrolled in the streets and opened fire. Neither casualties no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:15, IOF moved into ‘Obwin village, southwest of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:15, IOF moved into ‘Obwin village, southwest of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Kufor Ra’ei village, southwest of Jenin. They raided and 

searched a number of houses, but no arrests were reported.  
 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Beit Eiba village, west of Nablus. They raided and searched 

a number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Hatem ‘Abdul Rahman Saba’na, 23; and 
2. Adeeb Jameel Isma’il, 50.  
 

• Also at approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Northern ‘Assira village, north of Nablus. They raided 
and searched a number of houses and arrested Fadi ‘Aahed Sawalha, 21.  

 
• Also at approximately 02:00, IOF moved into Sourif village, north of Hebron. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 3 Palestinian civilians: 



No. 27/2008 
26 June – 2 July 2008 

Weekly Report on Israeli Human Rights Violations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 

 

 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 

29 Omer El Mukhtar St., El Remal, PO Box 1328 Gaza, Gaza Strip tel/fax: +972 (0)8 282 4776 – 282 5893 
www.pchrgaza.org 

                                         8 

1. Mahmoud ‘Eissa al-Harbala, 35;  
2. Ma’an Mahmoud Ghunaimat, 25; and 
3. Yousef Ahmed Ghunaimat, 20.  

 
• At approximately 08:00, IOF troops positioned at the border between the Gaza Strip and Israel, east 

of Khan Yunis, fired at 2 Palestinian women who were cultivating wheat, nearly 500 meters away 
from the border. One of the women, 35-year-old ‘Aaisha Jom’a ‘Ataya was wounded by 2 gunshots 
to the left thigh. This attack had been the third of its kind since the agreement on a truce between 
Palestinian resistance groups and Israel.  

 
• At approximately 10:00, IOF troops positioned to the west of Beit ‘Awa village, west of Hebron, 

opened fire at Palestinian houses in the west of village located nearly 150 meters away from the 
Annexation Wall. The gunfire continued for around an hour. IOF then moved into the village. They 
raided and searched houses and interrogated their residents claiming that barbwires placed atop and 
around the Annexation Wall were sabotaged. IOF troops threatened to shoot dead anyone who may 
get close to the Wall. They withdrew from the village and no arrests were reported.   

 
• Also at approximately 10:00, an IOF undercover unit moved into Tulkarm, traveling in a civilian 

vehicle with a Palestinian registration plate. The vehicle stopped near al-Ghadban apartment building 
in the north of the town. Four IOF soldiers got out of the vehicle and raided a flat. They arrested 
Mo’tassem Hatem Iraqi, 25, and his brother ‘Alaa’, 23. Soon after, IOF military vehicles moved into 
the area to secure the withdrawal of the undercover unit. 

 
Wednesday, 2 July 2008  
   
• At approximately 01:15, IOF moved into Nablus. They raided and searched a number of houses and 

arrested 5 Palestinian civilians, including a disabled one: 
 

1. ‘Othman Jamal al-Khalili, 26, who is physically disabled;  
2. Mohammed Waleed ‘Eissa, 21;  
3. Khaled Nasser al-Masri, 24;  
4. Rashed Kamal al-Khalili, 25; and 
5. ‘Emad Mas’oud al-Dawaya, 32.  

 
• Also at approximately 01:15, IOF moved into Beit Eiba village, west of Nablus. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested Isma’il ‘Abdul Karim Isma’il, 30.  
 
• At approximately 01:35, IOF moved into Jenin town and refugee camp. They raided and searched a 

number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. ‘Abdul Latif Sa’id ‘Ateeq, 25; and 
2. Khader Zaidan Wishahi, 25.  

 
• At approximately 02:00, IOF moved into al-Duhaisha refugee camp, south of Bethlehem. They 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested Ashraf Mahmoud Skakiya, 23.  
 
• At approximately 03:00, IOF moved into Tulkarm refugee camp. They raided and searched a number 

of houses and arrested ‘Eissa Khaled Mar’ei, 16.  
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2. Continued Siege on the OPT  
 
IOF have continued to impose a tightened siege on the OPT and imposed severe restrictions on the 
movement of Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including Occupied East 
Jerusalem. 
 
Gaza Strip 
 
IOF have continued to impose a siege on the 1.5 million civilians of the Gaza Strip. The border 
crossings of the Strip have been closed for more than two years as part of IOF’s collective punishment 
policy, imposing severe restrictions on the movement of civilians and goods. As a result, the territory is 
unable to secure its basic needs of food, medicine, and other supplies, pushing the poverty rate above 
80%. 
 
The continued Israeli ban on fuel supplies required for civilian life in the Gaza Strip has led to the 
paralysis of the educational sector. In addition, the health sector is on the verge of collapse due to the 
stoppage of many ambulances from operating for lack of fuel. Healthcare facilities have registered a 
25% drop in clients due to the transport crisis, and hundreds of healthcare professionals have been 
unable to reach their work places. Furthermore, the transportation sector has almost ceased functioning 
throughout the Gaza Strip, resulting in massively reduced essential services, including the delivery of 
drinking water delivery, sewage water disposal, and garbage collection. 
 
During the reporting period, the Egypt-brokered truces between Palestinian resistance groups and Israel 
entered into force, under which the siege imposed on the Gaza Strip would be eased gradually. 
However, no tangible change has been noticed with regard to the movement of persons and goods, 
excluding the increase in the number of containers of foods and humanitarian aids allowed into the Gaza 
Strip.  
 
Over the past 5 months, IOF are allowing a very limited number of seriously ill patients and staff of 
international organizations to pass through Beit Hanoun (Erez) checkpoint. IOF have also prevented 
families of at least 900 Palestinians detained in Israeli jails from visiting them since 6 June 2007. The 
Gaza Strip remains isolated from the West Bank and the outside world. The following table shows the 
movement at Erez crossing during the reporting period: 
 
Date Status Patients Companions Traders Journalists International 

Workers 
Travelers 
abroad 

25 June   Partially closed  20 20 Nil 1 16 4 
26 June   Partially closed 18 18 Nil 11 33 3 
27 June   Partially closed 3 3 Nil 3 12 2 
28 June   Partially closed Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
29 June   Partially closed 23 24 2 9 9 13 
30 June   Partially closed 27 26 Nil 30 3 8 
1 July  Partially closed 23 23 Nil 1 21 17 

 
The tightened siege has led to the collapse of the Gaza Strip economic sectors. Most production 
facilities have ceased to operate due to the siege and restriction on movement of goods and individuals. 
 
Concerning the movement at Nahal Ouz crossing, east of Gaza City, which designed for the entry of 
fuels, during the reporting period, IOF allowed the entry of the following amounts of fuels: 
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Date Benzene Diesel Cooking Gas Energy Fuel 
25 June 2008  Nil  Nil Nil Nil 
26 June 2008  Nil Nil Nil Nil 
27 June 2008  Nil Nil Nil 473,000 liters 
28 June 2008  Nil Nil Nil Nil 
29 June 2008  Nil 298,410 liters 263 tons  871,200 liters 
30 June 2008  Nil 392,400 189.610 tons  820,000 

 
During the reporting period, IOF partially reopened al-Mentar (Karni) commercial crossing for several 
hours on 1Monday, 30 June 2008, an allowed the entry of 3,120 tons of seeds and feeds. 
 
Concerning the movement at Sofa crossing, northeast of Rafah, during the reporting period, it was as 
shown in the following table: 
 

Date Details 
25 June 2008 Closed  
26 June 2008 Closed   
27 June 2008 Closed 
28 June 2008 Closed  
29 June 2008 69 containers of goods and humanitarian aids were allowed into the Gaza Strip 
30 June 2008 61 containers of goods and humanitarian aids were allowed into the Gaza Strip 
1  July 2008 Closed  

 
With regard to Rafah International Crossing Point on the Egyptian border, the Egyptian authorities 
started to open it limitedly for some patients. The movement the crossing during the reporting period 
was as shown in the following table: 

Date Details 

1 July 2008 25 patients and 130 persons who have Egyptian residence were allowed to travel 
to Egypt. 

 
In the meantime, IOF have continued to close Karm Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom” crossing for more than 
2 months.  
 
The closure of border crossings deprives the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip of their 
right to freedom of movement, education and health. IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions 
on fishing in the Gaza Strip. Following the attack on IOF on 25 June 2006, IOF prevented fishing. 
Approximately 35,000 people in and around Gaza’s coastal communities rely on the fishing industry, 
including 2,500 fishermen, 2,500 support staff and their families. Fishermen have been subjected to 
intensive monitoring by IOF, which use helicopter gunships and gunboats to monitor the fishermen. The 
Oslo Accords allow Palestinian fishermen to go fishing up to 20 nautical miles away from the Gaza 
seashore.  
 
A Palestinian Journalist Harassed by IOF  
 
On Thursday, 26 June 2008, a Palestinian journalist was harassed by IOF at the Jordanian border when 
he was traveling back to the Gaza Strip after having received an international award. 
 
According to Mohammed ‘Omar al-Mughayar, 24, from Rafah, a reporter of Washington Report on 
Middle East Affairs, he arrived at al-Karama International Crossing Point (Allenby Bridge) on the 
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Jordanian border, coming from the United Kingdom after he had received an international award for the 
best press story over the world, and after he had a tour over Europe. When he arrived at the Israeli side 
of the crossing point, he was asked to wait at the travelers hall. Soon after, a person, who was apparently 
an Israeli intelligence officer, came to him. He asked al-Mughayar to accompany him through a narrow 
corridor, and forced him to wait for nearly an hour and a half. IOF then took him into interrogation 
rooms, where he was interrogated about the award and the reason for him to travel back to Gaza, where 
the situation is so bad. While al-Mughayar was answering questions quietly, another interrogator came 
and ordered him to take off his clothes. They checked his bag. During the interrogation, al-Mughayar 
fainted, and the interrogators violently beat him thinking that he was pretending. When he did not wake 
up, they called for a Palestinian ambulance, which evacuated him to Jericho Hospital, where he received 
medical care. He was then transported towards a vehicle of the Dutch Embassy, which was waiting at 
the crossing point to transport him to Gaza, as the Dutch Embassy coordinated his travel. w       
 
The West Bank 
 
IOF have imposed a tightened siege on the West Bank. During the reporting period, IOF imposed 
additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 
 
• Jerusalem: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians 

to and from the city. Thousands of Palestinian civilians from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip have 
been denied access to the city. IOF have established many checkpoints around and inside the city. 
Restrictions of the movement of Palestinian civilians often escalate on Fridays to prevent them from 
praying at the al-Aqsa Mosque. IOF often violently beat Palestinian civilians who attempt to bypass 
checkpoints and enter the city. IOF impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian 
civilians on Fridays to restrict their access to the al-Aqsa Mosque.  

 
• Nablus: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 

On Thursday, 26 June 2008, IOF troops positioned at various checkpoints around Nablus continued 
to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. On Saturday morning, 28 June 
2008, IOF troops positioned at Za’atara checkpoint, south of Nablus, conducted prolonged checking 
on Palestinian civilians. On Sunday morning, 29 June 2008, IOF erected a checkpoint near al-Lubban 
al-Sharqi village, south of Nablus. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. At the 
same time, IOF troops positioned at Beit Fourik checkpoint, east of Nablus, prevented Palestinian 
civilians living in Beit Dajan and Beit Fourik villages from passing through the checkpoint. On 
Tuesday morning, 1 July 2008, IOF troops positioned at various checkpoints around the city imposed 
additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians.   

 
• Tulkarm: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 

On Thursday, 26 June 2008, IOF erected a checkpoint to the east of Nour Shams refugee camp, east 
of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. At the same time, IOF troops 
positioned at Ennab checkpoint, east of Tulkarm, and Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of the town, 
prevented Palestinians aged below 35 from crossing the two checkpoints. On Saturday, 28 June 2008, 
IOF erected a checkpoint at Far’oun intersection, south of Tulkarm, and another one at the entrance 
of Beit Leed village, east of the town. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles and 
held a number of young men for several hours. On Sunday, 29 June 2008, IOF erected a checkpoint 
at the entrance of al-Ras village, south of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian 
vehicles using trained dogs. They also held dozens of young men and children for long times. On 
Monday morning, 30 June 2008, IOF closed Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of Tulkarm, and Ennab 
checkpoint, east of the town. On Tuesday, 1 July 2008, IOF erected a checkpoint near the western 
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entrance of Shwaika suburb, north of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched dozens of Palestinian 
civilian vehicles.    

 
• Hebron: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. 

On Sunday morning, 29 June 2008, IOF closed the road that links al-Karmel village and al-Jawaya 
Valley, south of Hebron, with sand barriers. During the reporting period, IOF reinforced their 
presence inside and around Hebron. They erected more checkpoints on the main roads and stopped 
and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles.  
 
At approximately 08:00 on Sunday, 2 July 2008, IOF troops positioned at the northern entrance of al-
‘Arroub refugee camp, north of Hebron, arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 
1. Fares ‘Abed Jawabra, 18; and 
2. ‘Eid Mohammed Jawabra, 18.  
 

• Qalqilya: At approximately 22:00 on Thursday, 26 June 2008, IOF troops positioned at a checkpoint 
between Hijja and Kufor Qaddoum villages, east of Qalqilya, arrested 3 Palestinian civilians: 

 
1. ‘Abdul Latif Hamdi Jom’a, 32;  
2. Hamza Hamdi Jom’a, 30; and 
3. Ahmed Suleiman Jom\a, 27.  

 
3. Construction of the Annexation Wall  
 
IOF have continued to construct the Annexation Wall inside West Bank territory. During the reporting 
period, IOF used force against a peaceful demonstration organized by Palestinian civilians and 
international and Israeli human rights defenders in protest to the construction of the Wall in Bal’ein and 
Ne’lin villages, west of Ramallah; al-Ma’sara village, south of Bethlehem; and Far’oun village, south of 
Tulkarm.  
 
• Following the Friday Prayer on 27 June 2008, scores of Palestinian civilians and international and 

Israeli human rights defenders demonstrated in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah, in protest to the 
construction of the Wall. The demonstrators moved towards the Wall, but IOF closed all gates 
designed for crossing the Wall. The demonstrators then set fire to tires in protest to the closure of 
gates. Immediately, IOF troops fired rubber-coated metal bullets and tear gas canisters at the 
demonstrators. As a result, dozens of demonstrators, including 2 international human rights 
defenders, suffered from tear gas inhalation.  

 
• Also following the Friday Prayer on 20 June 2008, scores of Palestinian civilians and international 

and Israeli human rights defenders demonstrated in al-Ma’sara village, south of Bethlehem. The 
demonstrators moved towards Palestinian land which were confiscated by IOF. IOF troops placed 
barbwire near the land to prevent the demonstrators from moving forward. They also fired sound 
bombs and tear gas canisters and violently beat a number of demonstrators. A number of 
demonstrators suffered from tear gas inhalation.  

 
• On Tuesday morning, 1 July 2008, dozens of Palestinian civilians and international and Israeli human 

rights defenders gathered in the center of Ne’lin village, west of Ramallah. They moved towards the 
area where IOF were razing land to construct a section of the Wall in the village. Immediately, IOF 
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troops fired rubber-coated metal bullets and tear gas canisters at the demonstrators. As a result, 5 
Palestinian civilians, including 2 children, were wounded: 

 
1. ‘Ali Fayez al-Khawaja, 12, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the back;  
2. Mohammed ‘Ali Dabbous, 21, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the chest;  
3. Mohammed Waleed al-Khawaja, 18, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the right hand;  
4. Mohammed Ragheb al-Khawaja, 19, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the right hand; 

and  
5. Mohammed ‘Essam al-Khawaja, 17, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the left foot.   

 
………………………………………………………… 
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Recommendations to the International Community 
 
1. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to fulfill their legal 

and moral obligations under Article 1 of the Convention to ensure Israel's respect for the Convention 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  PCHR believes that the conspiracy of silence practiced by the 
international community has encouraged Israel to act as if it is above the law and encourages Israel 
continue to violate international human rights and humanitarian law. 

 
2. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to convene a 

conference to take effective steps to ensure Israel's respect of the Convention in the OPT and to 
provide immediate protection for Palestinian civilians. 

 
3. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to comply with its 

legal obligations detailed in Article 146 of the Convention to search for and prosecute those 
responsible for grave breaches, namely war crimes. 

 
4. PCHR calls for the immediately implementation of the Advisory Opinion issued by the International 

Court of Justice, which considers the construction of the Annexation Wall inside the West Bank 
illegal. 

 
5. PCHR recommends international civil society organizations, including human rights organizations, 

bar associations and NGOs to participate in the process of exposing those accused of grave breaches 
of international law and to urge their governments to bring these people to justice.  

 
6. PCHR calls upon the European Union to activate Article 2 of the Euro-Israel Association 

Agreement, which provides that Israel must respect human rights as a precondition for economic 
cooperation between the EU states and Israel.  PCHR further calls upon the EU states to prohibit 
import of goods produced in illegal Israeli settlements in the OPT.  

 
7. PCHR calls on the international community to recognize the Gaza disengagement plan, which was 

implemented last year, for what it is - not an end to occupation but a compounding of the occupation 
and the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.   

 
8. In recognition of ICRC as the guardian of the Fourth Geneva Convention, PCHR calls upon the 

ICRC to increase its staff and activities in the OPT, including the facilitation of family visitations to 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. 

 
9. PCHR appreciates the efforts of international civil society, including human rights organizations, bar 

associations, unions and NGOs, and urges them to continue their role in pressuring their 
governments to secure Israel's respect for human rights in the OPT and to end its attacks on 
Palestinian civilians. 

 
10. PCHR calls upon the international community to pressure Israel to lift the severe restrictions 

imposed by the Israeli government and its occupation forces on access for international 
organizations to the OPT. 
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11. PCHR reiterates that any political settlement not based on international human rights law and 

humanitarian law cannot lead to a peaceful and just solution of the Palestinian question.  Rather, 
such an arrangement can only lead to further suffering and instability in the region.  Any peace 
agreement or process must be based on respect for international law, including international human 
rights and humanitarian law. 

 
………………………………………………………… 

 
Public Document 
For further information please visit our website (http://www.pchrgaza.org) or contact PCHR’s 
office in Gaza City, Gaza Strip by email (pchr@pchrgaza.org) or telephone (+972 (0)8 2824776 – 
2825893).  

  


