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2. Samer ‘Abdul Salam Zeitawi, 14. 
3. Mohammed Rawhi Braih, 18.  

 
• Also at approximately 01:15, IOF moved into Kufor Sour village, south of Tulkarm. They 

raided and searched a house belonging to the family of Muhannad Ahmed Taha, 28, and 
arrested him.  

 
• At approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Silwad village, east of Ramallah. They raided and 

searched a house belonging to the family of Ma’ath Ziad Mash’al, 25, and arrested him.  
 
• Also at approximately 01:30, IOF moved into Sourif village, north of Hebron. They raided and 

searched a number of houses and arrested 2 Palestinian civilians: 
 

1. Mohammed Ibrahim Abu Saleh, 27. 
2. Muneer ‘Abdul Jaleel Abu Fara, 25.  

 
• At approximately 04:45, IOF moved into Balata refugee camp, east of Nablus. They besieged a 

house belonging to ‘Ali Mohammed al-Qar’ani. They opened fire at the house and used a 
megaphone to order the residents outside. When the residents left, IOF troops interrogated 
them. A child, 3-year-old Mohammed ‘Ali al-Qar’ani, was wounded by shrapnel from gunfire. 
A number of activists of the Palestinian resistance clashed with IOF. During the exchange of 
fire, one activist, Ahmed Mohammed Snaqa, 21, was killed by 7 gunshots to the head, the chest 
and the left leg. Another, Mahmoud Mohammed Shattawi, 20, was wounded by a gunshot to the 
leg. Before their withdrawal from the camp, IOF troops arrested 4 Palestinian civilians: 

 
1. ‘Ali Mohammed Qar’ani, 42.   
2. Thabet ‘Ali Qar’ani, 19. 
3. Mohammed Jameel al-Hwaiti, 21. 
4. Yousef ‘Atiya Hannoun, 22.  
 

• At approximately 14:00, IOF moved nearly 300 meters into Khuza’a village, east of Khan 
Yunis. They leveled areas of land and detonated a bomb they discovered in the area. They also 
opened fire indiscriminately. As a result, 9-year-old Ibrahim Rajaa’ al-Najjar, was wounded by 
a gunshot to the right shoulder.  

 
• At approximately 15:40, an IOF fighter jet fired a bomb at a 5-story building near the 

Palestinian Governmental Complex in the densely populated Tal al-Hawa neighborhood in the 
southwest of Gaza City. The bomb hit and completely destroyed the building. Flying debris and 
shrapnel from the bombing killed 52-year-old Haniya Hussein ‘Abdul Jawwad, who was on her 
way to her nephew’s wedding celebration, some 120 meters from the targeted building. In 
addition, 46 civilians, including 19 children and 3 women, were injured by the blast. A large 
number of houses and vehicles in the area also sustained damage. The targeted building was 
empty, and is no longer used by the Government in Gaza as it had previously been bombed 
twice.   

 
• Also at 15:40, an IOF fighter jet fired a bomb at a Palestinian police station to the west of Deir 

al-Balah town in the central Gaza Strip. The station was destroyed and a police vehicle was 
damaged, but no casualties were reported.  
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• Beit Hanoun (Erez) Crossing: : IOF have completely closed Beit Hanoun (Erez) crossing, which 
links the Gaza Strip with Israel and the West Bank.  Before this latest closure, IOF had 
prevented Palestinian workers from reaching their work places inside Israel through Beit 
Hanoun (Erez) crossing.  Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip have been 
prevented from traveling outside the Gaza Strip via this crossing. The number of Palestinian 
patients who died due to the obstruction of their access to medical care outside the Gaza Strip 
stood at 24 by the end of December 2007.  

 
IOF have also continued to close other border crossings of the Gaza Strip. 
 
The closure of border crossings deprives the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip 
of their right to freedom of movement, education and health. In addition, IOF have 
continued to impose severe restrictions on fishing in the Gaza Strip. Following an attack on 
the IOF on 25 June 2006, IOF have consistently prevented local fishermen from fishing in the 
Gaza Strip. Approximately 35,00 people in and around Gaza's coastal communities are 
economically dependent on the fishing industry, including 2,500 fishermen, 2,500 support 
staff and their families. Fishermen have been subjected to intensive monitoring by IOF, 
which use helicopter gun-ships and gunboats to harass and intimidate them. Under the Oslo 
Accords, Palestinian fishermen are permitted to fish up to 20 nautical miles away from the 
Gaza coastline.   
 
At approximately 20:00 on Sunday, 20 January, the Gaza Strip power plant ran out of fuel and shut 
down, plunging the Gaza Strip into darkness. The closure of the Gaza power plant, in addition to 
Israel's continuing tightened siege of the Gaza Strip, will have a catastrophic effect on the 1.5 
million residents of Gaza, who are already suffering chronic shortages of fuel, medicine and some 
basic food stuffs. The Director of Gaza's main Shiffa hospital describes the current situation as 
"potentially disastrous."  
 
According to the Director of Shiffa Hospital, Dr Hassan Khalaf, patient's lives continued to be at 
stake, including the lives of 30 premature babies in Shiffa Hospital, who would die immediately if 
there was a power cut at the hospital.  
 
The Gaza Strip requires 230-250 megawatts of electricity a day to operate at full capacity. This 
closure of Gaza's only power plant drastically reduced electricity output across the Gaza Strip by 
65 megawatts. Civilians across Gaza city and the central Gaza Strip are totally dependent on the 
power plant.  
 
The West Bank 
 
IOF have imposed a tightened siege on the West Bank. They have continued to impose severe 
restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians and imposed curfews on a number of 
Palestinian communities. 
 
• Jerusalem: In addition to the restriction previously noted, on Saturday, 19 January, IOF imposed 

additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. They conducted prolonged 
checking of civilians. 
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• Hebron: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian 
civilians inside and around the town. On Wednesday, 23 January, IOF erected 2 checkpoints at 
al-Fahes and Jabal Jouhar intersections in the south of the town. They stopped and checked 
Palestinian civilians and assaulted a number of them. On the same day evening, IOF erected 2 
checkpoints at al-Salam intersection in the north of Hebron and al-Haras intersection in the west 
of the town. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles.   
 

• Nablus: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian 
civilians. On Thursday, 17 January, IOF troops positioned at various checkpoints around the 
city additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinian civilians. On Saturday morning, 19 
January 2008, IOF troops positioned at Za’tara checkpoint, south, conducted prolonged 
checking on Palestinian civilians. IOF also erected a checkpoint on the road that links Tulkarm 
– Nablus road with Bazaria village. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On 
Sunday morning, 20 January, IOF troops positioned at Za’tara checkpoint, south of Nablus, 
conducted prolonged checking on Palestinian civilians. On Monday morning, 21 January, IOF 
troops positioned at various checkpoints around the city imposed additional restrictions on the 
movement of Palestinian civilians.  

 
• Tulkarm: IOF have continued to impose severe restrictions on the movement of Palestinian 

civilians. On Thursday, 17 January, IOF erected a checkpoint to the east of Nour Shams refugee 
camp, east of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. IOF troops 
positioned at Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of Tulkarm, and Ennab checkpoint, east of the 
town, continued to prevent Palestinians aged below 35 to pass through the two checkpoints. On 
Saturday, 19 January, IOF erected a number of temporary checkpoints around the town. They 
stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On Sunday, 20 January, IOF troops erected a 
checkpoint at al-Ras intersection, south of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched Palestinian 
civilian vehicles. On Monday, 21 January, IOF closed Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of 
Tulkarm. On Tuesday, 22 January, IOF erected a checkpoint at Deir al-Ghossoun intersection, 
north of Tulkarm. They stopped and searched Palestinian civilian vehicles. On Wednesday, 23 
January, IOF troops positioned at Wad al-Teen checkpoint, south of Tulkarm, conducted 
prolonged checking of Palestinian civilians.   

 
4. Construction of the Annexation Wall  
 
IOF have continued to construct the Annexation Wall inside West Bank territory. During the 
reporting period, IOF used force against peaceful demonstrations organized by Palestinian 
civilians and international and Israeli human rights defenders in protest at the construction of the 
Wall in Bal’ein village, west of Ramallah, and Zabbouba village, west of Jenin.  
 
• Following the Friday Prayer on 18 January 2008, scores of Palestinian civilians and 

international and Israeli human rights defenders demonstrated in Bal’ein village, west of 
Ramallah, in protest to the construction of the Wall. IOF troops had placed barbwire in the area 
to prevent the demonstrators from reaching the Wall. The demonstrators attempted to move 
forward. Immediately, IOF troops fired rubber-coated metal bullets, sound bombs and tear gas 
canisters at the demonstrators, and violently beat them. As a result, 3 Palestinian civilians were 
wounded: 

 
1. Ibrahim ‘Abdul Fattah Bernat, 24, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the head;  
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2. ‘Abdullah Mohammed Yassin, 25, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the shoulder. 
3. Mustafa ‘Abdul Karim al-Khatib, 34, wounded by a rubber-coated metal bullet to the leg.  

 
• At approximately 14:00 on Saturday, 19 January 2008, scores of Palestinian civilians organized 

a peaceful demonstration near the Annexation Wall in Zabbouba village, west of Jenin. IOF 
troops positioned in the area fired tear gas canisters at the demonstrators and chased them into 
the village. Hamama Namiq Sha’abna, 70, suffered tear gas inhalation as a tear gas canister fell 
onto her house. IOF troops also arrested 3 Palestinian civilians: 

 
1. Mo’taz Nader Jaradat, 15. 
2. Mohammed ‘Emad Jaradat, 15. 
3. Bassem Mohammed ‘Araqawi, 35.  

 
 
 
 
5. Settlement Activities and Attacks by Settlers against Palestinian Civilians 

and Property  
 
IOF have continued settlement activities in the OPT in violation of international humanitarian law, 
and Israeli settlers have continued to attack Palestinian civilians and property. 
 
• At approximately 12:30 on Saturday, 19 January, dozens of Israeli settlers from “Kiryat Arba” 

and “Kharsina” settlements, southeast of Hebron, launched a series of attacks against 
Palestinian civilians and property in Wadi al-Nasara, Wad al-Hussain and al-Ras neighborhoods 
in the southeast of Hebron. The settlers used in their attacks stones and sticks. IOF troops 
present in the area did not intervene to stop such attacks. Four Palestinian women sustained 
bruises: 

 
1. Amani Hmaid al-Ja’bari, 24. 
2. Ibtihaj Hijazi al-Ja’bari, 31. 
3. Areej Hijazi al-Ja’bari, 18.  
4. Ne’ma Mohammed al-Ja’bari, 32. 
 
At approximately 17:00, the settlers escalated their attacks in these areas. They attacked ‘Abdul 
Hafiz al-Hashlamoun, 34, a cameraman from the European News Agency, and forced him to 
leave the area. They also violently beat ‘Eissa Isma’il ‘Amru, 27, a field worker of B’Tselem, 
the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories. He sustained acute 
bruises. At approximately 17:30, the Israeli police arrested him. As a result of those attacks, 
dozens of houses were damaged.  
    

 
………………………………………………………… 
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Recommendations to the International Community 
 
1. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to fulfill their 

legal and moral obligations under Article 1 of the Convention to ensure Israel's respect for the 
Convention in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  PCHR believes that the conspiracy of 
silence practiced by the international community has encouraged Israel to act as if it is above 
the law and encourages Israel continue to violate international human rights and humanitarian 
law. 

 
2. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to convene a 

conference to take effective steps to ensure Israel's respect of the Convention in the OPT and to 
provide immediate protection for Palestinian civilians. 

 
3. PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to comply 

with its legal obligations detailed in Article 146 of the Convention to search for and prosecute 
those responsible for grave breaches, namely war crimes. 

 
4. PCHR calls for the immediately implementation of the Advisory Opinion issued by the 

International Court of Justice, which considers the construction of the Annexation Wall inside 
the West Bank illegal. 

 
5. PCHR recommends international civil society organizations, including human rights 

organizations, bar associations and NGOs to participate in the process of exposing those 
accused of grave breaches of international law and to urge their governments to bring these 
people to justice.  

 
6. PCHR calls upon the European Union to activate Article 2 of the Euro-Israel Association 

Agreement, which provides that Israel must respect human rights as a precondition for 
economic cooperation between the EU states and Israel.  PCHR further calls upon the EU 
states to prohibit import of goods produced in illegal Israeli settlements in the OPT.  

 
7. PCHR calls on the international community to recognize the Gaza disengagement plan, which 

was implemented last year, for what it is - not an end to occupation but a compounding of the 
occupation and the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.   

 
8. In recognition of ICRC as the guardian of the Fourth Geneva Convention, PCHR calls upon the 

ICRC to increase its staff and activities in the OPT, including the facilitation of family 
visitations to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. 

 
9. PCHR appreciates the efforts of international civil society, including human rights 

organizations, bar associations, unions and NGOs, and urges them to continue their role in 
pressuring their governments to secure Israel's respect for human rights in the OPT and to end 
its attacks on Palestinian civilians. 

 
10. PCHR calls upon the international community to pressure Israel to lift the severe restrictions 

imposed by the Israeli government and its occupation forces on access for international 
organizations to the OPT. 

 



No. 4/2008 
17 – 23 January 2008 

Weekly Report on Israeli Human Rights Violations in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

 
 

 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 

29 Omer El Mukhtar St., El Remal, PO Box 1328 Gaza, Gaza Strip tel/fax: +972 (0)8 282 4776 – 282 5893 
www.pchrgaza.org 

                                         16 

11. PCHR reiterates that any political settlement not based on international human rights law and 
humanitarian law cannot lead to a peaceful and just solution of the Palestinian question.  
Rather, such an arrangement can only lead to further suffering and instability in the region.  
Any peace agreement or process must be based on respect for international law, including 
international human rights and humanitarian law. 

 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Public Document 
For further information please visit our website (http://www.pchrgaza.org) or contact PCHR’s 
office in Gaza City, Gaza Strip by email (pchr@pchrgaza.org) or telephone (+972 (0)8 
2824776 – 2825893).  

  




