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Palestinian Centre for Human Rights 
 
The Centre is an independent Palestinian human rights organization based 
in Gaza City.  It is an affiliate of the International Commission of Jurists-
Geneva, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and The 
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network, a recipient of the 1996 French 
Republic Award on Human Rights.  The Centre was established in 1995 by 
a group of Palestinian lawyers and human rights activists in order to: 
 
*  Protect human rights and promote the rule of law in accordance with 

international standards. 
* Create and develop democratic institutions and an active civil society, 

while promoting democratic culture within Palestinian society. 
* Support all the efforts aimed at enabling the Palestinian people to 

exercise its inalienable rights in regard to self-determination and 
independence in accordance with international Law and UN 
resolutions. 

 
The work of the Centre is conducted through documentation and 
investigation of human rights violations, provision of legal aid and 
counseling for both individuals and groups, and preparation of 
research articles relevant to such issues as the human rights 
situation and the rule of law.  The Centre also provides comments 
on Palestinian Draft Laws and urges the adoption of legislation that 
incorporates international human rights standards and basic 
democratic principles.  To achieve its goals the Centre has recruited 
a committed staff of well-known human rights lawyers and activists. 

 
The Philosophy of the Centre’s Work 
 
The Centre determined after a thorough legal assessment of the peace 
accords signed by the PLO and the Israeli government that the occupation 
would continue both physically and legally.  According to these 
agreements Israel has redeployed its forces inside the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, while Israeli settlements and military installations maintain 
their presence in Palestinian territory.  The major legal aspects of the 
Israeli occupation remain in place.  Israeli military orders that safeguard 
Israeli control over the Palestinian people and their land remain valid in 
accordance with the peace agreement.  The Israeli military court is still 
functioning and to this day thousands of Palestinians languish in Israeli 



prisons.  The essential elements of the Palestinian issue remain 
unresolved -- the right to self-determination, the right to an independent 
Palestinian state with its capital in Jerusalem, the right of return for 
Palestinian refugees, and the right to remove illegal Israeli settlements 
from the Occupied Territories.  All of these constitute basic unfulfilled 
rights of the Palestinian people.  In light of this wide-ranging disregard for 
Palestinian rights, the Centre concludes it must continue its work to protect 
Palestinian human rights from ongoing violations by the Israeli government 
and courts.   
 
The peace accords and the major political changes resulting from the 
agreement, including the establishment of the Palestinian National 
Authority in part of the Occupied Territories, has led to a vital and active 
role for the Centre in protecting civil and political rights and in promoting 
the development of democratic institutions, an active civil society, and a 
democratic legal system in Palestine.   
 
 
Work Units of the Centre  
 
The Centre is composed of specialised working units which carry 
out their activities in an autonomous but integrated manner.   

 
* Field Work Unit 
 The field work is considered the basic activity of the Centre.  Well-trained 

field workers located in different areas of the Gaza Strip obtain accurate 
and documented legal information on human rights violations in the Gaza 
Strip.  They gather information in the field from victims and witnesses of 
human rights violations.  The information is received by the co-ordinator 
of the unit and other researchers to verify accuracy.  Through the field 
workers’ presence in the field the Centre has been able to maintain close 
contacts with the community.  In this way, the community is able to 
influence the work of the Centre and the Centre is able to meet the 
community’s interests and demands.   

 
 
* Legal Unit 
 This unit is composed primarily of a team of lawyers who give free legal aid and counselling to

groups.  The unit also carries out legal intervention with concerned bodies and makes legal repres
courts in cases that involve broad principles of human rights that affect not just the individual bef
the community as a whole.  Furthermore, the unit attempts to support the independence of the j
rule of law.   



 
* Democratic Development Unit 
 This unit specialises in the promotion of democracy and the promotion of 

civil society and the rule of law.  The unit’s team carries out research and 
organises workshops and seminars to discuss issues on human rights 
and democracy.  The unit’s team also prepares comments on draft laws 
prepared by the Palestinian Authority in an effort to influence the 
decision-making process and the adoption of democratic laws.  The unit 
has been also involved in providing training on human rights and 
democracy for youth groups. 

 
* Economic and Social Rights Unit 
 This unit seeks to ensure the importance of economic and social rights 

through research and study.  Such work is particularly important because 
it tends to be neglected, to some extent, by other human rights 
organisations.  To achieve its goals the unit conducts studies, 
workshops, and seminars that focus attention on economic and social 
rights in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  The unit seeks to develop 
recommendations and standards for each of these rights to be fulfilled in 
the Palestinian situation.  Moreover, the unit reviews and assesses the 
legislation and draft laws pertaining to these rights adopted by the 
Palestinian Authority in an effort to secure legislation that is in harmony 
with international standards.  The unit further seeks to provide an 
informative training base for governmental and non-governmental 
personnel who are empowered to set plans and implement programs 
and policies relevant to these rights.  The goal of such training is to help 
bring economic and social rights into alignment with the standards 
accepted internationally and to ensure the maximum degree of 
implementation of these rights.   

 
* Woman Rights Unit 
 This Unit was established as a pilot project in May of 1997 for one year, 

renewable upon assessment of its accomplishments.  The initial project 
was established after a thorough and comprehensive study of the 
conditions of Palestinian women and the work of women’s institutions in 
the Gaza Strip.  The Unit aims to provide legal aid for women and 
women’s organisations. Intervention on behalf of women in Shari’a 
courts is included in its mandate.  The Unit  further aims to raise 
awareness of women’s rights established by international human rights 
conventions and to raise the awareness of Palestinian women in regard 
to their rights under local law.  Finally, the Unit is carrying out studies on 
Palestinian women and the law, while supporting the amendment of local 
laws inconsistent with women’s rights.   



 
* The Library 
 The Centre has established a specialised legal library in subjects related 

to local and international law, human rights, and democracy.  The library 
includes books and periodicals in both Arabic and English and includes 
all Palestinian laws and Israeli military orders. Documents pertaining to 
laws of neighbouring Arab countries are also available.  Furthermore, the 
library includes a variety of books and periodicals detailing the 
Palestinian question and the Arab-Israeli conflict.  The library is open for 
the free use of researchers, academics, and students. 

 
 
* Funding of the Centre 
 The Centre is funded by the generous contributions of a number of 

international non-governmental organizations in the fields of human 
rights, democracy, and social justice and a number of Governments 
which has friendly relationships with the Palestinian people.  The funding 
organizations include: 

 
1.  The Swedish International Commission of   Jurists - Sweden 
2.  Ford Foundation - U.S.A 
3.  NOVIB - Holland 
4.  Open Society Fund - U.S.A 
5.  Christian Aid - U.K 
6.  CAW  Social Justice Fund - Canada 
7.  Dan Church Aid - Denmark 
8.  Grassroots International - U.S.A 
9.  European Commission  
10.  Royal Danish Representative Office 
11.  Representative Office of Norway 
12.  Ireland Aid – The Official Overseas Development 
       Assistance Programme of the Irish Government 
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The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights is an independent legal body 
dedicated to the protection of human rights, the promotion of the rule of 
law, and the upholding of democratic principles in the Occupied 
Territories.  Most of the Centre’s activities and interests concentrate on the 
Gaza Strip due to the restriction on movement between the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip imposed by the Israeli government and its military 
apparatus.   
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The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights 
 
The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights is an independent legal agency dedicated to 
protecting and promoting human rights, respect for the rule of law, and democratic 
principles in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  Established in April 1995 by a group of 
Palestinian lawyers and human rights activists in the Gaza Strip, the Centre is an affiliate of 
the Geneva-based International Commission of Jurists, a member of the Euro-
Mediterranean Human Rights Network, and partner to the Paris-based Federation 
Internationale des Ligues des Droits de l’Homme.  The Centre is a 1996 recipient of the 
Republic of France’s Human Rights Award, “Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite.” 
 
International Commission of Jurists 
 
The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), headquartered in Geneva, is a non-
governmental organisation in consultative status with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council, UNESCO, and the Council of Europe and the OAU. Founded in 1952, its 
task is to defend the Rule of Law throughout the world and to work towards the full 
observance of the provisions in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  It is composed 
of 30 distinguished jurists from around the globe and has 75 national sections and affiliated 
organisations. 
 
 
 
Federation Internationale des Ligues des Droits de l’Homme 
 
The Federation Internationale des Ligues des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH) is an international 
non-governmental organisation dedicated to the world-wide defence of human rights as 
defined by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.  Founded in 1922, FIDH 
has eighty-nine national affiliates in all regions. 
 
 
 
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network 
 
The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (Euro-Med Network) is a network of 
human rights organisations and individuals from the Middle East, North Africa and the 
European Union, established in 1997.  The overall objective of the Network is to contribute 
to the protection of the human rights principles embodied in the Barcelona Declaration of 
1995. 
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6- Calling for an end to the exceptional situation in Sudan and for convening a 
comprehensive constitutional conference with the participation of all the political 
and civil forces so as to ensure the restoration of democracy and peace. 
 
7- Calling for the consolidation of the political reforms begun in 1989 in Algeria so 
as to prepare the ground for ending violence and laying down arms; releasing those 
detained without trial;  retrying those who had been tried under exceptional laws;  
revealing the fate of the “disappeared”;  and bringing those responsible for the 
crimes of disappearance, torture and killing to justice. The Conference stresses the 
need for governments to respond to just and legitimate initiatives for opening a 
serious dialogue to establish peace and broaden public freedoms. 
 
 

Responsibilities of the Arab Human Rights Movement 
 
1- Promoting the struggle for democracy and basing the general strategy of the 
movement on such a task. The Conference affirms that the aims of preserving the 
non-partisan nature of the movement and ensuring its independence from political 
parties do not exclude working towards a constant dialogue between human rights 
organizations and all political parties. Such a dialogue should aim at cooperation to 
consolidate democratic transformation and respect for human rights, and to draft a 
code of minimum standards for the respect of human rights and democracy that 
takes into consideration the specific political and social context of every single 
country. 
 
2- Determining the common priorities of the Arab human rights movement in the 
realms of advocacy and protection. These include the following: 
* Putting a final end to the practice of torture, and pursuing its perpetrators and 
bringing them to justice. 
* Annulling martial and emergency laws, and affirming the need to respect 
freedoms of expression, assembly and association. 
* Ending administrative and preventive detention and releasing all prisoners of 
conscience and those detained without charge or trial. 
* Opposing exceptional courts, campaigning for laws and safeguards which 
guarantee the independence of the judiciary from any administrative manipulation 
or intervention. 
* Introducing necessary reforms to the basic laws, revoking exceptional laws, and 
putting an end to arbitrary and extra-judicial executions or those resulting from 
unfair trials. 
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3- Struggling for the realization of economic and social rights, considering that 
human rights are integrated, indivisible and are not exchangeable. In this respect 
the Conference affirms: 
* Securing citizens’ right to participation, including guaranteeing public oversight 
of the public revenues of the state, is the backbone of the application of the right 
to development. 
4- Struggling for entrenching the values of human rights in the Arab and Islamic 
culture. This includes the following: 
* Urging those Arab governments that did not ratify international human rights 
instruments to do so immediately and without reservations, and urging those that 
ratified them to lift their reservations, and to comply to the provisions of such 
instruments regarding the mechanisms of protection. 
* Urging academics, researchers and religious scholars to shed light on the roots of 
human rights in the Arab culture, to exhibit the contribution of the Islamic 
civilization in establishing the values of human rights, and to dismantle the 
artificial contradictions between some human rights principles and some obsolete 
fundamentalist interpretations. Calling upon all Arab intellectuals and politicians to 
refrain from entangling Islam in a confrontation with human rights,  and to 
consider those rights provided by international human rights law as a minimum to 
build upon and not to seek to reduce or call for their violation in the name of 
specificity or any other pretext. 
 
5- Struggling for the recognition of women’s rights as an integral part of the 
human rights system. This includes the affirmation of the following: 
* Women’s enjoyment of human rights is an integrated and comprehensive process 
that should encompass all facets of life within and outside the family. 
* Real equality between women and men goes beyond legal equality to encompass 
changing the conceptions and confronting the stereotypes about women. Thus, it 
requires not only a comprehensive review of laws, foremost of which are personal 
status codes, but also the review and upgrading of educational curricula as well as 
the critical monitoring of the media discourse. 
* In this respect, the Conference stresses the necessity of engaging women’s and 
human rights NGOs in the process of reviewing current legislations and in 
upgrading civil and criminal laws, with a view to resolutely confronting all forms 
of violence and discrimination against women. 
* The Conference also calls upon the Arab governments that did not ratify the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women to 
do so expeditiously, and those that ratified it to lift their reservations. 
* It also calls upon women and human rights NGOs to work to refute these 
reservations, to challenge the culture of discrimination, and to adopt courageous 
stances in exposing the practice of hiding behind religion to legitimize the 
subordination of women. These NGOs should also give special attention to the 
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continued monitoring of the compliance by Arab governments to their international 
commitments concerning women’s enjoyment of their rights. 
* The necessity of considering the possibility of allocating a quota for women in 
parliaments, representative institutions and public bodies as a temporary measure. 
This should stand until appropriate frameworks for women’s voluntary activity 
take shape and until the awareness of the necessity of equality and the elimination 
of all forms of discrimination increases. 
 
6- Confronting the violations of the rights of the child in the Arab world, specially 
those emanating from economic sanctions, the aggravation of armed conflicts in 
some countries, and the increase in the phenomena of street children and child 
labor. In this respect the Conference calls for the following: 
* Criminalizing the engagement of children in armed conflicts, and supporting 
efforts aimed at raising the minimum age of military conscription to 18 years. 
* Prohibiting the employment of children in occupations that may harm their 
health, security or morals. 
* Prohibiting the implementation of capital punishment in crimes committed by 
children under 18 years of age; this is until the abolition of capital punishment 
entirely. 
* Prohibiting the confinement of children in the detention places of adults. 
 
7- Disseminating human rights education and culture on the basis that the first 
line of defense of human rights is citizens’ awareness of their rights and their 
readiness to defend them. In this respect, the Conference has decided on the 
following: 
* The need to overcome all obstacles preventing access to the fora provided by the 
media and the educational institutions to disseminate the message of human rights. 
It is necessary to try by all means to convince governments to facilitate the work of 
human rights education institutions, to add the subject of human rights to the 
educational curricula, and to uproot all that contravenes the values of human rights 
from the current curricula. 
* Consolidating cooperation with the fora of artistic creativity and other non-
governmental organizations in the realm of disseminating the  culture of human 
rights, and focusing on some intermediary strata that could be able to play a vital 
role in this sphere, such as teachers, media personnel, judges and lawyers. In 
addition, it is necessary to design suitable plans to activate the role of preachers in 
mosques and churches in this respect. 
 
8- With respect to upgrading and advancing the capabilities of the Arab human 
rights movement,  the Conference draws attention to the signs of substantial 
developments in international criminal justice manifested by the opening for 
ratification of the Convention on the International Criminal Court, and also the 
possibility of bringing to justice the torturer Pinochet. The Conference affirms that 
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such developments open the door to the possibility of trying war criminals and 
perpetrators of crimes against humanity. This necessitates that human rights 
defenders develop new methodologies and tools to collect and document 
information that could be used as evidence before such trials. 
 
9- Protecting human rights defenders and their rights to receive information, hold 
meetings, contact all the concerned sides, and make use of local and international 
law to defend human rights. 
 
In this respect, the Conference 
* Absolutely condemns all the reservations made by 13 Arab states to the 
Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of 
Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms; 
* Affirms that the conduct of any Arab government toward human rights defenders 
will be the determinant by which, negatively or positively, the Arab human rights 
movement will deal with it; 
* Stresses that it is necessary for human rights defenders to commit themselves to 
the professional standards and political neutrality,  which require defending the 
victims of human rights violations regardless of their political or ideological 
affiliations. It is also necessary that human rights defenders apply the rules of 
democratic review established in the structures of civil associations and exercise 
complete transparency regarding their financing sources and expenditures. The 
Conference considers that the commitment to these principles is consistent with the 
very essence of the task of defending human rights. This calls for the founding of a 
body to represent civil society in overseeing the performance of human rights 
NGOs and their commitment to these standards. 
 
10- Coordination between the Arab human rights NGOS: 
The Conference affirms that the minimum standard required for the fulfillment of 
these responsibilities and recommendations necessitates the elevation of bilateral 
and collective cooperation between Arab human rights NGOs to the highest level. 
Given the lack of national and regional coordination mechanisms and structures on 
the local and regional levels, the Conference considers these tasks of utmost 
importance. There is an urgent need for reviewing the present structure of relations 
between its components on the local, regional and international levels, taking into 
consideration the quantitative and qualitative developments of the human rights 
movement in the South. The movement should strive to found a new international 
mechanism based on continuous and dynamic consultation to promote the 
relationships of partnership and parity among its components. This is to help 
further the effectiveness of the movement on the international, regional and local 
levels. 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY AMNESTY INTERNATIOAL  
 
 
Service: 091/99 
AI Index: MDE 15/37/99 
11 May 1999 
 
 
 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 
 
 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS ON HIGH CONTRACTING 
PARTIES TO TAKE MEASURES TO ENSURE ISRAEL'S RESPECT FOR 

THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION 
 
 
In a letter sent today to governments of states, including Israel, which have ratified 
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Amnesty International urged all to 
attend the conference of High Contracting Parties to the Conventions called for 
July and to consider enforcement measures to ensure that Israel respects its 
obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
 
In a resolution of 8 February 1999 the United Nations General Assembly 
recommended that the High Contracting Parties convene a conference on 15 July 
1999 on measures to enforce the Convention in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including East Jerusalem. 
 
“Grave breaches of the Fourth Geneva Convention including extrajudicial 
executions and other unlawful killings, systematic torture and unfair trials are 
being committed by the Israeli authorities against Palestinians,” Amnesty 
International said. “These grave breaches of the Fourth Geneva Convention are 
accepted and encouraged at the highest level of the Israeli Government.” 
 
The Fourth Geneva Convention relates to the protection of the civilian population 
in time of war. Article 146 of the Convention places an obligation on the High 
Contracting Parties to enact effective penal sanctions for persons who have 
committed, or ordered to be committed, 'grave breaches' of the Convention. Article 
147 defines “grave breaches” as “wilful killing, torture or inhuman treatment, 
wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health, unlawful 
deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person, wilfully 
depriving a protected person of the rights of fair and regular trial, taking of 
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hostages and extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by 
military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.' 
 
In addition, Article 146 requires each High Contracting Party “to search for 
persons alleged to have committed, or to have ordered to be committed, such grave 
breaches, and [it] shall bring such persons, regardless of their nationality, before its 
own courts”. If it does not do so, it must extradite such suspects to any other High 
Contracting Party on request if that state has sufficient evidence to commence a 
prosecution. 
 
Israel's grave breaches of the Fourth Geneva Convention - raised frequently by 
Amnesty International - include: 
 
- Extrajudicial executions accepted as a means of eliminating opponents by the 
Israeli Government; a 1998 official report into an unsuccessful attempt to kill a 
Palestinian opposition leader in Jordan did not question this policy. 
 
-  Killings and woundings carried out at checkpoints, during demonstrations or in 
other circumstances when the lives of Israeli security services were not in danger. 
Israeli open fire regulations in use in the Occupied Territories breach international 
standards for the use of firearms. 
 
- Torture practised systematically during the interrogation of hundreds of 
Palestinians every year, is effectively legalized. The use of treatment which 
constitutes torture is accepted as normal by Israeli courts and it is a ministerial 
subcommittee, which includes the Prime Minister, which decides what forms this 
torture should take. 
 
- The sentencing of thousands of Palestinians before military courts where 
frequently the main evidence against the accused are confessions extracted under 
duress. 
 
- Continuing use of administrative detention to detain Palestinians in circumstances 
where they have no trial and may not be allowed to know the full accusations 
against them. 
 
In breach of Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention civilians are consistently 
collectively punished for acts in which they may not have played any part; such 
collective punishments include the destruction of the houses of families of those 
who have participated in attacks on Israelis; the sealing of villages and the closures 
of areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority. People have also been 
prevented from travelling to hospitals, as well as cut off from work and prevented 
from attending any activity outside the area, during blockades which are frequently 
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imposed on the Palestinian areas during holidays (such as Purim, Passover and 
Israeli Independence Day) or after attacks on Israelis. The Beduin are some of 
those who have been subjected to forcible population transfers. 
 
Amnesty International is concerned that the Israeli Government representative in 
the UN General Assembly condemned the initiative to convene a conference as a 
“political” decision which ignored the fact that 97 per cent of the Palestinians were 
under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority. The Israeli representative said 
that the Israeli Government would not attend the conference. 
 
In the letter sent to the Israeli Government, Amnesty International urged it to 
reconsider any such decision and to work to uphold the principles of humanitarian 
law. Notwithstanding the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority over 4 per cent 
of the West Bank and 97 per cent of the population of the West Bank, excluding 
East Jerusalem, the grave breaches of the Fourth Geneva Convention described 
above continue to be committed against thousands of Palestinians every year. 
 
“Last year was the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
In this year, the 50th anniversary of the four Geneva Conventions, when armed 
conflicts are endangering the lives and safety of civilians in every continent, we 
should make it our objective to uphold these principles of respect for the human 
being and to protect of the civilian populations caught up in wars and armed 
conflict. 
 
“If the High Contracting Parties accept the erosion of the principles defined for the 
protection of civilian populations in time of war, the future prospects for upholding 
humanitarian principles and protecting human rights throughout the world will be 
grim indeed,” said Amnesty International. 
 
Background 
 
There are 188 High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions, including 
Israel, which signed the conventions on 8 December 1949 and ratified them on 6 
July 1951.  Israel has stated that it does not regard the Geneva Conventions as 
applying de jure to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, territories occupied in 1967, 
though it has repeatedly affirmed that Israel would respect in practice its 
“humanitarian provisions”, without clearly specifying what provisions it regards as 
“humanitarian”. 
 
The International Committee of the Red Cross and the United Nations have 
consistently maintained that the Convention fully applies to the Occupied 
Territories and that the Palestinians are a protected population under the terms of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
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The General Assembly resolution of 8 February 1999 was followed by a 
Presidential Statement on 12 February 1999 from the UN Security Council on the 
Protection of Civilians in Conflict. The Statement expressed “concern over the 
widening gap between the rules of international humanitarian law and their 
application” and called upon all parties concerned to comply strictly with their 
obligations under international law, in particular their relevant obligations under 
the Hague Conventions, the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Additional Protocols 
of 1977. 
 
For further information, please call the Press Office at Amnesty International: +44 
171 4135566 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY AFRO – ASIAN PEOPLES’ SOLIDARITY 
ORGANIZATION 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY AFRO – ASIAN PEOPLES’ SOLIDARITY 
ORGANIZATION CONCERNING CONFERENCE OF THE HIGH 

CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION  
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL  
 

                                                            
News Service: 135/99 
AI INDEX: MDE 15/47/99 
15 July 1999 
 

Fourth Geneva Convention meeting: an abdication of 
responsibility 

 
Amnesty International is appalled by a 10-minute meeting of 
High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions, convened 
today in Geneva, which failed to consider enforcement 
measures to ensure that Israel respect its obligations under 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
 
The High Contracting Parties have only met to decide to defer 
their responsibilities. It is a supreme irony that, on the 
50th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, a conference that 
was set up to bring back to the limelight the plight of the 
protected population in the Occupied Territories lasts only 
10 minutes. Today marks a scandalously missed opportunity to 
reaffirm international humanitarian law. 
 
Resolution ES-10/6, adopted by almost all members of the UN 
General Assembly on 8 February 1999, called for the convening 
of this meeting of High Contracting Parties to consider 
enforcement measures. At todays meeting the High Contracting 
Parties failed to demonstrate a serious commitment to ensure 
protection for people in the territories occupied by Israel 
in particular, and to ensure compliance with international 
humanitarian law in general. 
 
Israel, as a High Contracting Party, has been violating the 
Fourth Geneva Convention for more than 30 years, when it 
carries out wilful killings extrajudicially, when it tortures 
or when it indiscriminately uses force, Amnesty International 
said. The High Contracting Parties themselves, however, have 
violated their obligation enshrined in Article 1 of the 
Convention, to ensure respect for the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 
 
Instead of studying ways to enforce compliance with the 
obligations of the Convention, the meeting was a simple 
procedural one and was concluded after 10 minutes. Even 
worse, it set no date for a substantive discussion and 
decisions on enforcement measures, confining itself to the 
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postponement of the meeting sine die. The meeting will be 
reconvened only in the light of the developments in the 
humanitarian situation in the field. 
 
If the resolution adopted by the General Assembly is not to 
remain simple lip service, it is imperative that the meeting 
of High Contracting Parties be reconvened before the end of 
the year, and that the question of enforcement measures be 
addressed in order to lead to concrete steps. 
 
ENDS.../ 
 
************************************************************* 
For more information please call Amnesty International's 
press office in London, UK, on 44 171 413 5566 or visit our 
website at  http://www.amnesty.org 
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POSITION BY ISRAELI HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS ON 

OCCASION OF THE PLANNED CONFERENCE ON 15 JULY 
REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FORUTH GENEVA 

CONVENTION IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
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