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Introduction   
 
The house demolition policy adopted by Israeli occupying forces against 
families of Palestinians who carried out, planned or facilitated attacks against 
Israeli targets in the Occupied Palestinian Territories1 or inside Israel, is one of 
the clearest examples of war crimes carried out by Israel against Palestinian 
civilians. The Israeli government and its occupying forces have declared that 
the policy is aimed at deterring Palestinian resistance activities, yet these 
measures constitute a form of collective punishment and retaliation, which are 
prohibited under international law. 
 
This report highlights this serious breach of international law and calls upon the 
international community to pressure the Israeli government to put an end to the 
policy of collective punishment. The report only includes houses that were 
demolished as a form of punishment against the families of Palestinians who 
carried out, planned or facilitated attacks against Israeli targets and does not 
include the thousands of other houses that have been demolished for other 
reasons, such as the lack of building licenses or security claims. 
 
Since the policy was officially adopted by the Israeli government at the 
beginning of August 2002, Israeli occupying forces have demolished thousands 
of houses. The silence the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Convention 
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War as well as the 
international community and have simply encouraged Israeli occupying forces 
to commit further war crimes against Palestinian civilians in the OPT.   
 
This is the second in a series of reports published by PCHR on the policy of 
house demolition practiced by Israeli occupying forces against families of 
Palestinians who carried out, planned or facilitated attacks against Israeli 
targets in the OPT or inside Israel.  Over the period under study, 1 January – 30 
June 2003, Israeli occupying forces demolished 116 houses2 in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, including 49 houses belonging to families of Palestinians who 
were killed by Israeli forces; 33 houses belonging to families of Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails; 29 houses belonging to families of allegedly wanted 
Palestinians; and 5 houses demolished for harboring wanted Palestinians.  As a 
consequence, approximately 166 Palestinian families (1165 people), mostly 
women, children and old people, became homeless and dozens of neighboring 
houses were damaged.    
 

 

                                                 
1Hereafter OPT 
2 This number includes 3 houses in Silwan village, east of Jerusalem, which Israeli occupying forces 
closed instead of demolishing them, due to the severe nature of the area.   
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Figures for the period 1 January – 30 June 2003 
 

 
 

Diagram (1)   
Monthly house demolitions over the period 1 January – 30 June 2003 
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Diagram (2) 
Houses demolished by district over the period 1 January – 30 June 2003 
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Diagram (3) 
Houses demolished in the West Bank and Gaza Strip over the period 1 January – 

30 June 2003 
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Diagram (4) 
Categories of houses demolished over the period 1 January – 30 June 2003 
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Figures for the period 28 September 2000 - 30 June 2003 
 
PCHR’s first report on house demolitions covered the period 28 September 2000 – 31 
December 2002.  Throughout this timeframe, Israeli occupying forces demolished 139 
houses in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, including 64 houses belonging to families of 
Palestinians who were killed by Israeli forces; 19 houses belonging to families of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails; 49 houses belonging to families of allegedly 
wanted Palestinians; and 7 houses demolished for harboring wanted Palestinians. 

 
Therefore, between 28 September 2000 and 30 June 2003, Israeli occupying forces 
demolished 255 houses in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, including 113 houses 
belonging to families of Palestinians who were killed by Israeli forces; 52 houses 
belonging to families of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails; 78 houses belonging to 
families of allegedly wanted Palestinians; and 12 houses demolished for harboring 
wanted Palestinians.  As a consequence, about 395 Palestinian families (2748 people), 
mostly women, children and old people, were made homeless and hundreds of 
neighboring houses were also damaged.   
 
 
 
 

Diagram (5) 
Houses demolished by district over the period 29 September 2000 – 30 June 2003 
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Diagram (6) 
Houses demolished in the West Bank and Gaza Strip over the period 29 

September – 30 June 2003 
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Diagram (7) 
Categories of houses demolished in the West Bank and Gaza Strip over the 

period 29 September – 30 June 2003 
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Demolition of the Houses of Allegedly Wanted Palestinians  
 
Throughout the period in question, Israeli occupying forces demolished 29 houses in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip belonging to Palestinians allegedly wanted for their 
resistance activities in the OPT or inside Israel. Israeli forces often demolish houses 
after conducting searches for wanted Palestinians, and without making any arrests, or 
giving the wanted individuals access to a fair trial. Some of these Palestinians have 
been extra-judicially assassinated by Israeli forces following the demolition of their 
houses and others have been later arrested.   
 
On 14 January 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved into the western area of Tulkarm 
and surrounded a 100-square-meter, two-story building owned by Mohammed al-
Mur. The first floor was rented by Mahmoud 'Abdul Rahim Mohammed Nassar, 
while the second floor was rented by the Palestinian Ministry of Culture and 
Information.  Israeli forces forced Nassar's family out and destroyed the building, 
before arresting Nassar's son, Eyad, 23.  
 
On 3 March 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved into al-Boreij refugee camp in the 
central Gaza Strip.  They surrounded the house of Mohammed Hassan Taha, 65, and 
arrested him, along with three of his sons.  Israeli forces then planted explosives 
inside the house and destroyed it, claiming that the owner’s son, Yasser, was wanted 
by Israeli authorities.  Yasser Hassan Taha was extra-judicially assassinated by Israeli 
occupying forces on 12 June 2003, in an attack that also killed his wife and child.  
 
On 10 May 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved approximately 1km into the 
northern Gaza Strip town of Beit Hanoun. Israeli forces immediately surrounded a 
200-square-meter house, owned by Mahmoud 'Abdul 'Aziz Mohammed al-Zwaidi, in 
which 7 people live. They broke into the house and forced its residents out without 
allowing them to remove their belongings. They also ordered the residents of 
neighboring houses through megaphones to leave the area. Israeli soldiers then 
planted explosives inside the house and at approximately 04:20, they destroyed it, 
causing severe damage to 6 neighboring houses.  Israeli occupying forces claim that 
the owner's son, Hussam, is wanted by Israeli authorities.  
 
 
Demolition of the Houses of Palestinians Killed by Israeli Forces  
 
Throughout the period in question, Israeli occupying forces demolished 49 houses 
belonging to Palestinians who were killed during al-Aqsa Intifada.  This includes 21 
houses belonging to the families of Palestinians who were killed while carrying out 
bombings in the OPT and inside Israel; 24 houses belonging to the families of 
Palestinians who were killed while carrying armed attacks against Israeli targets in the 
OPT and inside the Israel; and 1 house belonging to the family of a Palestinian girl 
who was killed in an unexplained explosion.   
 
On 1 January 2003, Israeli occupying forces, reinforced with heavy military vehicles, 
moved into al-Rabwat area in the northwest of Khan Yunis, where they surrounded 
the house of Sa'id D'iab Shaker al-Agha, 75, father of Yassin al-Agha, who had been 
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extra-judicially assassinated by Israeli forces on 10 December 2002.  Israeli forces 
called on the 6 residents of the 250-square-meter, two-story house, and the residents 
of a neighboring house to evacuate the premises.  They used Sa'id Diab Shaker al-
Agha as a human shield while searching the house, before destroying it and severely 
damaging neighboring houses.  
 
On 21 May 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved into al-Yassamina area in the old 
town of Nablus.  They surrounded the house of Zulaifa Ragheb Mahmoud Hassan, 
blew up the door and forced her out without allowing her to remove her 
belongings. They also forced out Mrs. Hassan’s neighbor who lives with his family on 
the second floor of the house. At approximately 03:40, Israeli forces destroyed the 
first floor, which resulted in severe damage to the second floor. Mrs. Hassan is the 
mother of 'Abeer 'Abdullah Hamdan, who was killed in an unexplained explosion on 
1 September 2001, while she was traveling in a taxi from Tulkarm to Nablus.  
 
On 23 May 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved into al-Safeh area in Tubas village, 
southeast of Jenin, where they surrounded a 150-square-meter, 2-storey house owned 
by 'Aazem Sa'id Hassan Daraghma, 50, in which 2 families (10 people) live.  
Daraghma is the father of Hiba Daraghma, 19, who was killed in a bombing in the 
Israeli town of 'Affula on 19 May 2003.  
 
On 27 May 2003, Israeli occupying forces moved into al-Zhahiriya village, west of 
Hebron, where they surrounded the house of Fayez Isma'il al-Battat and forced the 7 
residents of the 200-square-meter house to vacate the house without allowing them to 
remove their belongings. Israeli soldiers then planted explosives in the house and 
destroyed it.  Al-Battat is the father of Shadi al-Battat who was killed while carrying 
out an armed attack against Israeli forces on 1 April 2002.   
 
 
Demolition of the Houses of Palestinians Detained in Israeli Jails  
 
Throughout the period in question, Israeli occupying forces demolished 33 houses 
belonging to Palestinians detained in Israeli jails, claiming that they had participated, 
planned or facilitated resistance activities against the Israeli occupation.  Some of 
these detainees were sentenced to longs periods of imprisonment while others have 
not yet been brought to trial.   
 
On 15 January 2003, Israeli occupying forces demolished the 100-square-meter house 
of the family of Wissam Sa'id Mousa al-'Abbasi, 25, from Silwan village, who is 
being held in Israeli detention. The Israeli High Court had approved a decision by the 
head of the Israeli central military command to demolish the houses. However, as a 
result of the nature of the area, they were unable to demolish the homes, so they were 
boarded up. Two months ago, an Israeli court sentenced the 4 Palestinian detainees, 
referred to as the "Silwan Cell," to long-term prison sentences: 
 
1. Wa'el Qassem, sentenced to 35 life imprisonments and 50 years; 
2. Wissam al-'Abbasi, sentenced to 26 life imprisonments and 40 years; 
3. Mohammed 'Ouda, sentenced to 9 life imprisonments and 40 years; and 
4. 'Alaa' al-'Abbasi, sentenced to 60 years in prison.     
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Demolition of Houses for Harboring Wanted Palestinians     
 
Throughout the period in question, Israeli occupying forces demolished 5 houses 
owned by Palestinians accused of harboring wanted Palestinians or houses that were 
used by members of the Palestinian resistance to fire at Israeli forces.   
 
On 18 March 2003, after an exchange of fire between a Palestinian gunman, 'Ali 
Mousa Ahmed 'Allan, 28, and Israeli occupying forces in Marah Rabah area, south of 
Bethlehem, in which 'Allan and an Israeli soldier were killed, Israeli forced broke into 
the house where 'Allan had taken shelter, planted explosives inside and destroyed it.  
10 people we living in the 1200-square-meter, 3-storey house owned by Ibrahim 
Yousef Faqih.  
 
On 6 May 2003, Israeli occupying forces destroyed the upper floor of a house owned 
by 'Azzam 'Abdul Mohsen Mahmoud al-Qawasmi, 43, from Hebron, and arrested him 
and one of his sons, claiming that the family was harboring Nour Mohammed Shukri 
Jaber, 28, who is allegedly wanted by Israeli forces. Israeli occupying forces claim 
that Jaber is a leader of Islamic Jihad, who planned an armed attack in November 
2002 that left dead 12 Israeli soldiers and security men.  Israeli forces had demolished 
Jaber's house after the attack.   
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Conclusion  
 
 
Since 1967, Israeli occupying forces have used various forms of collective 
punishment against the Palestinian people. In a continuation of this policy in recent 
years, Israeli occupying forces have demolished houses belonging to families of 
Palestinians who allegedly carried out, planned or facilitated attacks against Israeli 
targets as a means of retaliation and determent. Israeli occupying forces have 
practiced this policy in violation of international humanitarian law, which prohibits 
punishing individuals for offences they have not personally committed. Israeli 
occupying forces often claim that their actions deter those who intend to carry out 
attacks against Israeli targets, despite an escalation of Palestinian resistance activities 
over the period in question.  
 
On 30 June 2003, the main Palestinian resistance organizations declared a hudna or 
truce for three months, during which time operations against Israel were to be 
suspended. Likewise, Israeli occupying forces were obliged to suspend military 
operations in the OPT, including the demolition of the houses of Palestinian activists.  
PCHR is gravely concerned that this policy may resume if the truce is violated or 
cancelled and reiterates that Israeli occupying forces must abide by international 
humanitarian law, including the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 1949.    
 
In light of the above, PCHR calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949 to: 

1. Immediately intervene to stop the demolition of Palestinian houses and property. 
 

2. Take practical steps towards convening a conference of the High Contracting 
Parties to discuss mechanisms of intervention to stop illegal Israeli military actions 
against Palestinian civilians and ensure Israel's respect for the Convention in the 
OPT.  

 

3. Provide immediate international protection for Palestinian civilians in the OPT. 


